
Jack Simpson – Scoop of the year 
 
Barking fire risk assessment identified significant risk from wooden cladding months before fire 
 
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/revealed-the-type-of-cladding-used-on-barking-block-
destroyed-in-fire-61848  
 
When a building in Barking was consumed by fire just a week before the second anniversary of the 
Grenfell Tower disaster, this presented both an opportunity and a challenge for Inside Housing.  
Having earned a reputation as an authority on residential fire safety following its work on Grenfell, 
there was a new expectation on the magazine’s journalist to deliver cutting edge stories about this 
new fire, in competition with national papers which paid an unusual amount of attention to the 
blaze given its prescient the timing.  
That Inside Housing was able to deliver a string of important scoops on the Barking fire was largely 
due to Jack’s skill as a reporter. A day after the blaze he was in Barking, meeting residents, attending 
meetings and building trust.  
This groundwork built into a series of stories about the fire itself, the type of cladding and the 
rehousing process. But it was his scoop about the fire risk assessment which was the most eye-
catching.  
He used the relationship he had developed with residents to become the first journalist to discover 
the block’s fire risk assessment had specifically warned about a fire safety risk from the wood 
cladding – and that this warning was ignored by the owners and managers, placing residents at risk. 
This story was eventually covered on LBC and by The Guardian, but it was Jack who was first to it – 
cementing Inside Housing’s reputation as the leading authority on fire safety in people’s homes.  
He was able to get to this story through the persistence of attending meetings, speaking to and 
building trust with the residents so that they began to see him as the ‘go to’ journalist for new 
information 
It is a crucial piece of the puzzle in establishing liability for a fire which left dozens homeless and was 
so nearly the cause of several deaths.  
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