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CN	investigates:	AWPR	safety	allegations	cast	shadow	over	£745m	bypass	

https://www.constructionnews.co.uk/best-practice/health-and-safety/cn-investigates-awpr-safety-
allegations-cast-shadow-over-745m-bypass/10031549.article	

One	of	the	hardest	subjects	for	a	journalist	in	construction	to	investigate	is	safety.	

As	well	as	battling	a	culture	of	fear,	suspicion	and	secrecy,	you	must	guard	against	potential	
exaggerations	and	half-truths.	

The	stakes	are	high,	as	allegations	of	poor	safety	standards	concern	potentially	life-threatening	
failings.	

These	pressures	are	magnified	on	a	high-profile	project	such	as	the	Scottish	Government’s	£745m	
Aberdeen	bypass,	which	involved	three	of	the	industry’s	biggest	companies.	

The	project	was	one	of	main	factors	behind	Carillion’s	collapse,	with	costs	rocketing	due	to	years	of	
delays.		

Against	this	backdrop,	CN’s	Zak	Garner-Purkis	exposed	life-threatening	safety	flaws	that	had	led	to	
major	incidents	on	the	project.	

So	significant	were	the	findings	that	Scotland’s	first	minister	Nicola	Sturgeon	was	forced	to	respond	
in	parliament.	

The	story	required	months	of	searching	for	contacts	and	developing	trust.	In	addition	to	powerful	
first-hand	accounts,	Zak	convinced	sources	to	provide	internal	documents	suggesting	that	the	
number	of	life-threatening	accidents	was	higher	than	the	officially	released	figures.	

This	was	done	while	Transport	Scotland	took	a	combative	approach	to	CN’s	reporting,	sending	
internal	memos	warning	people	not	to	speak	to	the	media.	

As	well	as	responding	in	Holyrood,	Ms	Sturgeon	summoned	Transport	Scotland	to	meetings	to	
discuss	Zak’s	article	and	directed	them	to	produce	a	report	for	local	MSP	Lewis	Macdonald.	

Scottish	Labour	demanded	a	government	investigation	into	CN’s	findings,	with	its	leader	Richard	
Leonard	calling	for	a	probe	“as	a	matter	of	urgency”.	

The	impact	locally	was	also	significant,	with	the	Aberdeen	Press	and	Journal	running	Zak’s	story	on	its	
front	page.		

The	article	has	been	read	1,688	times	in	just	under	four	months	and	received	praise	from	various	
industry	figures.	

It	has	also	built	trust	with	new	sources	who	felt	able	share	evidence	of	health	and	safety	problems,	
supporting	further	articles	and	investigations.	

	

First	Minister’s	Questions	7	June	2018	(https://youtu.be/Yx_Gu3cGyAQ)	–	23:00	for	Nicola	Sturgeon	
answering	questions	on	my	investigation	

The	Press	and	Journal:	https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/aberdeen/1492334/awpr-
inquiry-demanded-amid-claims-that-accidents-were-more-frequent-than-reported/	
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Stories	which	this	one	helped	to	write:	

Aberdeen	bypass:	‘Concerns’	over	flipped	bulldozer:	
https://www.constructionnews.co.uk/10032733.article	

Aberdeen	bypass:	15	hour-a-day	job	adverts	uncovered:	
https://www.constructionnews.co.uk/10033016.article	

Spurs	stadium:	Long	shifts	and	bonuses	offered	as	deadline	looms:	
https://www.constructionnews.co.uk/best-practice/health-and-safety/spurs-stadium-long-shifts-
and-bonuses-offered-as-deadline-looms/10033729.article	

Spurs	stadium:	Mace	writes	to	supply	chain	MDs	over	working	hours:	
https://www.constructionnews.co.uk/best-practice/health-and-safety/spurs-stadium-mace-writes-
to-supply-chain-mds-over-working-hours/10034038.article	
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