
Scoop of the year 
 

Hackitt Review will not ban combustibles or untested cladding 

https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/hackitt-review-will-not-ban-combustibles-or-

untested-cladding-56233  

Dame Judith Hackitt’s review of building regulations was the first of the government’s responses to 

the fire to be published. As the scheduled date drew near, we were keen to find out what was in it 

before it was released. 

Luke and Sophie had both built up extensive contacts, many of whom were senior enough to be 

involved in the Hackitt review. As a result, they were able to quickly discover that many of them had 

been briefed by the government. 

They were able to confirm through multiple sources that the Hackitt review would not suggest a ban 

on combustible materials on the outside of high-rises a week before the review was actually 

published. So detailed was Inside Housing’s coverage, that a BBC news reporter phoned the news 

desk asking if the reporters could share the leaked copy of the report he assumed they had 

obtained! 

The entirety of the national media covered the report when it was released, and from the start the 

coverage was influenced by this scoop.  

Every media outlet in the country focused on the lack of a combustibles ban, right up to Mishal 

Husain on Radio 4 repeatedly asking Dame Judith why she hadn’t suggested a ban. 

So great was the focus on this specific part of the review, revealed exclusively by Inside Housing, that 

the government – on the same day the report was published – was forced to back down and 

announce that it would consult on a ban. 

Given the vast number of buildings covered in materials that would be affected by this ban, the huge 

impact of the policy – and by extension this story – on the built environment sector is obvious. For 

Inside Housing’s readership, it was particularly important as social landlords own a large number of 

affected buildings. 
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