Scoop of the year

Hackitt Review will not ban combustibles or untested cladding

https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/hackitt-review-will-not-ban-combustibles-or-
untested-cladding-56233

Dame Judith Hackitt’s review of building regulations was the first of the government’s responses to
the fire to be published. As the scheduled date drew near, we were keen to find out what was in it
before it was released.

Luke and Sophie had both built up extensive contacts, many of whom were senior enough to be
involved in the Hackitt review. As a result, they were able to quickly discover that many of them had
been briefed by the government.

They were able to confirm through multiple sources that the Hackitt review would not suggest a ban
on combustible materials on the outside of high-rises a week before the review was actually
published. So detailed was Inside Housing’s coverage, that a BBC news reporter phoned the news
desk asking if the reporters could share the leaked copy of the report he assumed they had
obtained!

The entirety of the national media covered the report when it was released, and from the start the
coverage was influenced by this scoop.

Every media outlet in the country focused on the lack of a combustibles ban, right up to Mishal
Husain on Radio 4 repeatedly asking Dame Judith why she hadn’t suggested a ban.

So great was the focus on this specific part of the review, revealed exclusively by Inside Housing, that
the government — on the same day the report was published — was forced to back down and
announce that it would consult on a ban.

Given the vast number of buildings covered in materials that would be affected by this ban, the huge
impact of the policy — and by extension this story — on the built environment sector is obvious. For
Inside Housing’s readership, it was particularly important as social landlords own a large number of
affected buildings.

Hackitt Review will not ban
combustibles or untested cladding

11/05/18 5:50 PM


https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/hackitt-review-will-not-ban-combustibles-or-untested-cladding-56233
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/hackitt-review-will-not-ban-combustibles-or-untested-cladding-56233

Grenfell Tower fire

Grenfell review will not call for ban on
combustible cladding

Head of review defends approach, saying it is more important to
have tough system that sanctions those who cut corners

Robert Booth, Peter Walker and Matthew Weaver

Grenfell Tower report that fails to ban
combustible cladding is a 'betrayal
and a whitewash’, says David Lammy

Review finds poor oversight led to 'race to the bottom' but does not
recommend outright prohibition on materials similar to those which appeared
to spread fatal fire almost a year ago
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Grenfell report will not recommend a
ban on combustible cladding

The review is instead expected to call for developers 09:30, UK.
and building managers to be held responsible for fire Thursday 17 May 2018
safety.

Fire-risk cladding ban will go beyond
Grenfell report

Sean O'Neill, Chief Reporter

May 18 2018, 12:01am, The Times
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will not recommend a ban on combustible matenals or the
use of untested cladding systems, Inside Housing can

exclusively reveal.

Judith Hackitt, leader of review of building regulations

Sharelines

n' The government's post-Grenfell building regulations review will not call

for a ban on combustible materials #ukhousing

Dame Judith Hackitt's review will focus primarily on the construction
industry, rather than the government or the regulatory system.

Multiple groups, including the Royal Institute of British Architects, the
Housing Select Committee, and the Local Government Association (LGA),
have repeatedly called on Dame Hackitt to recommend bans on combustible
materials on tower blocks and on so-called ‘desktop studies’, which use
information from previous tests on cladding systems to extrapolate results
for untested systems.

The LGA has threatened to call for a new review immediately if such bans
are not included in the report.

READ MORE

‘No huge changes’ to building regulations
expected from Hackitt Review

Industry bodies raise concern over direction of
Hackitt Review




RIBA writes to government over Hackitt Review
fears

The Building Research Establishment, which chaired the review, has been
accused of a “conflict of interest” over its role by an insulation company and
a fire science expert.

The company owns the only laboratory in the UK capable of carrying out
official large-scale cladding tests and is paid for fire testing by foam
insulation manufacturers.

There have been several calls for the testing regime to be overhauled and
for a review of BS 8414, the standard that governs large-scale cladding
tests.
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Tests commissioned by the Association of British Insurers have suggested
that BS 8414 is insufficiently realistic.

Lord Gary Porter, chair of the LGA, told Inside Housing: “It should be a bare
minimum to have a ban on desktop studies, but ideally to rewrite the BS
8414 test to be more accurate to real-life conditions, and, until all that's
resolved, a complete ban on any combustible materials on the external face
of a high rise or complex building.

“If she doesn’t deal with those things, we’ll be calling on the government to
start an immediate new review to take account of the knowledge we’ve got
now.”

A source understood to have been briefed on the report added: “It all seems
to be about process rather than any particularly eye-catching changes to the
building regulations themselves.”

The Hackitt Review
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Dame Judith Hackitt's (above) interim report on building safety,
released in December 2017, was scathing about some of the industry’s
practices.
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Although the full report is not due to be published until later this year,
the former Health and Safety Executive chair has already highlighted a
culture of cost-cutting and is likely to call for a radical overhaul of
current regulations in an interim report.

Dame Hackitt’s key recommendations and conclusions include:

> A call for the simplification of building regulations and guidelines to
prevent misapplication

> Clarification of roles and responsibilities in the construction industry

> Giving those who commission, design and construct buildings
primary responsibility that they are fit for purpose

> Greater scope for residents to raise concerns

> A formal accreditation system for anyone involved in fire prevention
on high-rise blocks

> A stronger enforcement regime backed up with powerful sanctions

Never Again campaign

In the days following the Grenfell Tower fire on 14 June 2017, Inside
Housing launched the Never Again campaign to call for immediate
action to implement the learning from the Lakanal House fire, and a
commitment to act — without delay — on learning from the Grenfell
Tower tragedy as it becomes available.

One year on, we have extended the campaign asks in the light of
information that has emerged since.

Here are our updated asks:
GOVERNMENT

« Act on the recommendations from Dame Judith Hackitt’s review of
building regulations to tower blocks of 18m and higher. Commit to
producing a timetable for implementation by autumn 2018, setting
out how recommendations that don’t require legislative change
can be taken forward without delay

« Follow through on commitments to fully ban combustible materials
on high-rise buildings

- Unequivocally ban desktop studies

- Review recommendations and advice given to ministers after the
Lakanal House fire and implement necessary changes

« Publish details of all tower blocks with dangerous cladding,
insulation and/or external panels and commit to a timeline for



remedial works. Provide necessary guidance to landlords to
ensure that removal work can begin on all affected private and
social residential blocks by the end of 2018. Complete quarterly
follow-up checks to ensure that remedial work is completed to the
required standard. Checks should not cease until all work is
completed.

« Stand by the prime minister’'s commitment to fully fund the removal
of dangerous cladding

« Fund the retrofitting of sprinkler systems in all tower blocks across

the UK (except where there are specific structural reasons not to
do so)

« Explore options for requiring remedial works on affected private
sector residential tower blocks

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

- Take immediate action to identify privately owned residential tower
blocks so that cladding and external panels can be checked

LANDLORDS

« Publish details of the combinations of insulations and cladding
materials for all high rise blocks

« Commit to ensuring that removal work begins on all blocks with

dangerous materials by the end of 2018 upon receipt of guidance
from government

« Publish current fire risk assessments for all high rise blocks (the
Information Commissioner has required councils to publish and
recommended that housing associations should do the same).
Work with peers to share learning from assessments and improve
and clarify the risk assessment model.

- Commit to renewing assessments annually and after major repair or

cladding work is carried out. Ensure assessments consider the
external features of blocks. Always use an appropriate, qualified
expert to conduct assessments.

«Review and update evacuation policies and ‘'stay put’ advice in the
light of risk assessments, and communicate clearly to residents

« Adopt Dame Judith Hackitt's recommended approach for listening to
and addressing tenants’ concerns, with immediate effect
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