
Pete Apps - News reporter of the year 
 
PM’s chief of staff did not act on multiple warnings about fire safety in months before Grenfell 
 
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/pms-chief-of-staff-did-not-act-on-multiple-warnings-about-
fire-safety-in-months-before-grenfell-new-letters-show-61883 
 
This was the key news story from Pete’s major investigation into the government’s failure to act on 
fire safety warnings in the immediate build up to the Grenfell Tower disaster.  
He obtained previously unreleased letters from a source – with whom he has steadily built up trust 
in the months since the disaster – to reveal that Gavin Barwell, then chief of staff for the prime 
minister, was particularly culpable for a failure to act on seven warnings in the year before Grenfell – 
the last arriving just weeks before the fatal blaze.  
The impact of the story, which broke the day before the second anniversary, was immense. His 
tweets breaking it have been seen by more than 500,000 people across the globe. There was follow 
up across the national media from UniLad to The Guardian and immediate calls for Mr Barwell to 
resign.  
The story helps establish political culpability for the fire and ensure the inaction of politicians and 
the focus on deregulation in the build up to Grenfell do not drop out of the narrative surrounding 
the fire. This is crucial if we are to learn the lessons necessary to prevent another disaster.  
 
L&Q wipes £170m from projected surplus due to market downturn and rising costs 
 
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/lq-wipes-170m-from-projected-surplus-due-to-
market-downturn-and-rising-costs-60006?Preview=1 
 
L&Q is the biggest business in the social housing sector by turnover and there is necessarily a sharp 
focus on its financial performance. It is a bellwether for the sector, among the UK’s largest house 
builders of any kind and holds debts amounting to £4.8bn. In the year preceding this story, Pete had 
developed a relationship with a whisteblower within the organisation and this relationship delivered 
in spectacular fashion in January.  
Pete was forwarded an internal email notifying senior staff that L&Q was about to announce a 
halving of its profits to investors due to a variety of factors, including Brexit. He was then able to 
verify and publish this story ahead of all the competition and before L&Q’s stock market update.  
In terms of significant stories for a sector, a sudden and unexpected halving of profits for the 
industry leader is about as big as scoops get. Pete’s scoop meant this information was provided to 
Inside Housing subscribers first – proving the vital significance of the title to its readership.  
The story is among the best read of the year at Inside Housing and proved a prescient and early 
warning of the Brexit related troubles in the London housing market.  
 
Grenfell Inquiry judge will limit recommendations despite expert advice, letter reveals 
 
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/grenfell-inquiry-judge-will-limit-
recommendations-despite-expert-advice-letter-reveals-61456?Preview=1 
 
The Grenfell Tower Inquiry is on pause for a year, with the first phase recommendations of 
the chairman Sir Martin Moore-Bick hotly anticipated by all those who work in the built 
environment and fire sectors. Pete’s scoop in May shed important light on what he is 
preparing to announce – and provided serious scrutiny of the effectiveness of the inquiry. 
Using confidential sources, Pete obtained a letter sent by the inquiry to the legal teams 
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revealing the recommendations made following the first phase would be significantly limited 
in scope – falling short of recommendations from the inquiry’s own experts.  
Given the importance placed on the inquiry recommendations by policy makers, and the 
delays to the timetable meaning the second phase may not conclude until 2021 this was an 
important scoop, proving that urgent reform should not wait for Sir Martin’s timescale to 
complete. 
 
 






























