
News reporter of the year 
 
Block of flats chosen to house Grenfell survivors found to have ‘high’ fire risk 
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/block-of-flats-chosen-to-house-grenfell-survivors-
found-to-have-high-fire-risk-62729 
Since the Grenfell Tower fire, Luke has been consistently reporting on the plight of the survivors and 
their treatment by the council.  
This story, on a block of flats set aside to house Grenfell survivors, was one of the most shocking. A 
contact passed Luke a very recent fire risk assessment on the block, showing that it had a ‘high’ fire 
risk. 
As a result of the failings, the assessment said, there was a risk that if a fire started it could spread 
rapidly from flat to flat, a horrifying revelation that survivors of the fire were at risk of seeing it 
repeated. 
The assessment revealed that the block did not have an adequate evacuation procedure for disabled 
people, and through Luke’s other contacts he discovered that a Grenfell survivor with a severe 
disability that impacted their mobility was living in the block. 
This story laid bare the continued failure of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea to shield 
its residents from fire risk, with the local MP describing it as “the same attitude which allowed 
Grenfell to burn”. 
It was followed up by The Guardian and The Times, as well as black British newspaper The Voice. 
 
12,000 projects at risk as insurance crisis pushes building control firm to brink of collapse 
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/12000-projects-at-risk-as-insurance-crisis-
pushes-building-control-firm-to-brink-of-collapse--62246 
The impacts of the post-Grenfell fire safety crisis have been wide-ranging and this story exposed a 
side of it that had been largely ignored. 
Luke was informed by a contact that approved inspectors – private building control companies – 
were facing an insurance crisis. He obtained a letter from the regulator of such bodies indicating that 
one of the two insurance brokers to the sector had decided not to renew policies for its inspectors. 
He also got hold of an email from one of the larger approved inspectors, Aedis Reulatory Services, 
stating that it had as a result of this crisis filed for insolvency. 
This email enabled him to get in touch with the company’s managing director, who revealed that the 
company going under put 12,000 construction projects at risk, or 5% of the construction industry. 
By putting a number on it, Luke outlined the concrete potential impact on housebuilding of what 
could have been a techy insurance story.  
One source also revealed that some projects were continuing even without building control, raising 
serious safety concerns as well. 
This was a classic example of specialist journalism making a complicated story easily understandable 
to the average reader. 
 
Wood cladding linked to Barking fire identified on multiple housing association developments  
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/wood-cladding-linked-to-barking-fire-
identified-on-multiple-housing-association-developments-62001 
The Barking fire, which almost exactly two years after Grenfell saw flames rip through wooden 
balconies and cladding, moved the debate on fire safety. 
Where previously the focus had largely been on cladding similar to that used on Grenfell, now fears 
were raised that combustible wooden panels could cause rapid fire spread. 
Just two weeks after the fire, Luke had conducted an in-depth investigation, pulling together 
information from planning documents and developers’ marketing materials to build a list of 20 
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housing association developments that had used ThermoWood, the same material as the Barking 
development. 
This provided crucial information to social landlords worried about the potential safety risks to their 
buildings. 
The speed with which Luke collected this information was perhaps the most impressive thing about 
it, broadening out the Barking story and making its wider significance clearer so soon after the initial 
fire. 
  






















