
Jack Simpson - News reporter of the year 
 
Revealed: the type of cladding used on Barking block destroyed in fire 
 
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/revealed-the-type-of-cladding-used-on-barking-block-
destroyed-in-fire-61848  
 
Immediately before the second anniversary of the Grenfell Tower fire, the country was given a sharp 
reminder of the ongoing dangers to residents of tower blocks with a huge fire at a timber clad 
property in Barking. Jack picked this story up for Inside Housing and preceded to deliver a series of 
crucial scoops in direct competition with the national media.  
His first was to identify, via an email he unsurfaced from two years previously, the precise type and 
brand of the wood cladding which had caused the devastating spread of the fire.  
This scoop meant that barely 24 hours after the fire started, managers and residents of other blocks 
were able to check whether or not they had the same material on the outside of their homes. This 
information was not available through official channels for weeks and gave people a crucial head 
start in checking whether or not their homes were safe.  
The piece also features Inside Housing’s trademark rigour – reference to a missed warning about 
balcony fires from 2016 and details of the various organisations involved in building the Barking 
block, which were not at that point available from other sources.  
 
Barking fire risk assessment identified significant risk from wooden cladding months before fire 
 
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/barking-fire-risk-assessment-identified-significant-
risk-from-wooden-cladding-months-before-fire-61966 
 
If Jack’s scoop about the type of cladding used was his most important, this was his most eye-
catching. Almost three weeks after the fire, he used the relationship he had developed with 
residents to become the first journalist to discover the block’s fire risk assessment – and the fact 
that it had specifically warned about a fire safety risk from the wood cladding. 
This story was eventually covered on LBC and by The Guardian, but it was Jack who was first to it – 
cementing Inside Housing’s reputation as the leading authority on fire safety in people’s homes.  
He was able to get to this story through the persistence of attending meetings, speaking to and 
building trust with the residents so that they began to see him as the ‘go to’ journalist for new 
information 
It is a crucial piece of the puzzle in establishing liability for a fire which left dozens homeless and was 
so nearly the cause of several deaths.  
 
Leaseholders in London block pay nearly £35m for cladding removal 
 
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/leaseholders-in-london-block-pay-nearly-35m-for-grenfell-
style-cladding-removal-61262  
 
The scandal surrounding private residents having to pay for the removal of cladding from their 
homes has made headlines across the trade and national media this year, but Jack delivered one of 
the major scoops on this theme in May.  
Working from information from sources he had slowly developed having covered this issue for many 
months, he discovered that residents of a block in Paddington had paid out for cladding removal – 
rather than just being threatened with bills.  
This was a significant landmark, as it was the first time such a situation had made it into the public 
domain and contradicted comments from ministers that they would prevent such a scenario 
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occurring. The story ended up being covered by a range of media outlets – and landed just a week 
before the government finally caved to pressure and announced a fund to cover the work.  
 


























