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Aftermath of  Grenfell tragedy 
continues to grab the headlines

Judges agree “trade journalists are authoritative and courageous 
producing well-researched articles on a range of  subjects.” 
This year’s winners produced hardnose investigative ‘shoe leather’ journalism using a mixture of 
in-depth research, the intelligent use of the Freedom of Information Act, along with trudging the 
streets in search of a story.

For details and information about IBP 
National Journalism Awards winners  
click on the categories below
IBP Journalist of the Year

Architecture Writer of the Year

Construction/Infrastructure Writer of the Year

News Reporter of the Year

Feature Writer of the Year

Business/Financial Journalist of the Year

Housing/Residential Property Journalist of the Year

‘New’ Journalist of the Year

Multi-Media Journalist of the Year

Magazine of the Year (Weekly)

Magazine of the Year (Non-Weekly)

Digital Service of the Year

Scoop of the Year
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IBP Journalist of the Year 
As always, the ‘Best of the best’ was very good – the property industry and the wider built environment is well served by journalism like this – but perhaps this was an exceptionally 
higher level of entries, even by historic standards. The judges had to compare a wide variety of articles appearing in a broad range of media and the final decision was close – but clear.

Sponsored by:

Nathaniel Barker, Inside Housing, tackled the important subject of homelessness and 
fruitfully used Freedom of Information requests backed up by statistical analysis to identify 
the worst example of Council spending on temporary accommodation. It was a revealing 
article that hopefully was read in Whitehall. 

Winner: Nathaniel Barker, Inside Housing

http://www.ibp.org.uk/
https://www.aecom.com/
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Winner: Ike Ijeh, Building Design 

Architecture Writer of the Year 
There were some very strong submissions in this category with powerful writing, probing interviews and fine descriptions shot through with passion for their subject. Journalists in this 
field help architects develop a critical awareness of their projects and it was refreshing to see this robustness in some of the work the judges reviewed.

It’s necessary for the architectural professional to be called to account in the same way that 
the theatre is held to account by critics. This journalist does this with energy, enthusiasm and 
intellect. The copy is constructively critical, authoritative and courageous in the best journalistic 
tradition. The voice if occasionally overwrought, is erudite.

Nominations:
Isabelle Priest, RIBA Journal

Manon Mollard, The Architectural Review

Sponsored by:

http://www.ibp.org.uk/
http://www.bdp.com/en/
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Construction/Infrastructure Writer of the Year
The entries were of a consistently high standard, the judges were impressed by the in-depth research and attention to detail clearly evident across the wide range of topics covered.

A diverse and topical range of subjects covered by the three articles. 

The judges agreed that the well-researched piece on the Elizabeth Tower was outstanding. 
It offered the reader a ‘vantage point’ from which to view this unique and complex 
refurbishment project. The complementary illustrations and in-depth interviews added 
insight to a well-crafted story written with genuine enthusiasm for the subject.

The piece on LG’S new research facility in South Korea introduced an international flavour; 
the judges were impressed by the level of detail – agreeing that it was an interesting and 
informative read.

Nominations:
Lucy Alderson, Construction News

Binyamin Ali, Construction News

Winner: Thomas Lane, Building Design
P R O J E C T S
design and construction  /  technical  /  project management

20.07.2018  BUILDING MAGAZINE BUILDING MAGAZINE 20.07.2018   

projects / LG science park / 33 

South Korean electronics giant LG makes 
products for virtually every imaginable 
need inside and outside of the home. 

The list includes TVs, mobile phones, washing 
machines, fridges, computers, air conditioning 
systems and PV panels. The firm is also getting 
into new areas: self-driving cars, electric car 
motors and batteries, robots that deliver drinks 
to your armchair – the list goes on and on.

South Korean companies – LG, alongside its 
competitor Samsung and car manufacturer 
Hyundai – are grabbing an increasingly large 
share of the global market for consumer goods. 
Making headway in this fiercely competitive 
space requires energy, determination and plenty 
of investment, which they seem prepared for. 
For example, unlike many of their Western 
rivals, Samsung and LG develop products from 
scratch – both supply Apple with iPhone 
screens. In a bid to keep ahead of the game LG, 
has invested an eye-watering £2.7bn in a 
purpose-built research and development facility 
on the western edge of the capital Seoul, which 
– at one million square metres – ranks as one of 
the world’s largest. Already populated with 
18,000 researchers and support staff, it will 
house 25,000 people in 26 buildings when the 

HIVE MIND
LG has concentrated all its brain power in one campus. Spread over a million square 
metres in Seoul, the HOK-designed complex of laboratories, offices, atriums, parks 
and social spaces will host 25,000 researchers and engineers, to help the South 
Korean electronics firm edge ahead of the competition. Thomas Lane took a tour

»

P R O J E C T S
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projects / firefighting lifts / 41 
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A RACE TO THE BOTTOM
Evacuating towers by using stairs in the event of a fire is a slow process 
but has long been the accepted strategy. At 22 Bishopsgate, Lipton 
Rogers has come up with a speedier approach – using a specially 
developed lift evacuation strategy. Thomas Lane reports on how 
this will work, changing safety culture and the installation cost

For anyone working in a multistorey office 
building the announcement: “A fire has 
been reported in the building. Please leave 

the building immediately. Do not use the lifts,” 
is all too familiar. Usually a fire drill, the routine 
involves shuffling down the fire escape stairs, a 
process that gets slower and slower towards the 
bottom as more and more workers from the lower 
floors join the crush to get out. 

The move towards ever-taller office buildings, 
particularly in the City of London, is making 
the problem worse – it can take what feels like 
an age to get everyone out. The team behind 
22 Bishopsgate have decided to tackle this 
challenge head on and have devised a strategy 
to use the lifts to get office workers out of the 
building in a fire, for the first time in the UK.

There are lots of good reasons to use the lifts. 
The 62-storey 22 Bishopsgate will be the second-
tallest building in Europe when it completes in 
2019, so getting people out in the event of fire will 
be a major challenge, especially as it will be 
routinely occupied by 13,000 people. In fact the 
development is designed for up to 30,000 people, 
should occupiers choose to cram workers in – 
equal to the population of Sevenoaks in Kent. 

It features 24 double-decker lifts, the equivalent 
of 48 conventional lifts, so using these to get 
people out would be much, much faster than the 
stairs. “It’s silly not to think of using the lifts for 
evacuating people in a fire,” says Peter Rogers, 
co-founder of developer Lipton Rogers. 

Romain Hourqueig is the director of UK fire 
engineering at WSP and engineered this solution. 
He says the top three floors, set to be populated 
by 1,457 people, could be evacuated in just 
20 minutes using the lifts, one-third of the time it 
would take to get people out using the stairs.

Are concerns about evacuating people safely in 
a fire in the wake of the Grenfell tragedy the 
reason the team have opted to use lifts for 
evacuation at 22 Bishopsgate? According to 
Hourqueig the reason is much more prosaic. 
“Construction (Design and Management) 
Regulations,” he explains. “Have you ever tried to 
walk down 61 floors of stairs? If you are perfectly 
healthy you will still feel really dizzy and tired.” 

“Some people are very fit but an awful lot 

aren’t,” chips in Rogers. He points to figures 
showing that obesity is a rapidly growing 
problem, saying 47% of men and 36% of women 
between 21 and 60 will be classified as obese in 
the UK by 2025. When the Address Downtown, a 
63-storey residential and hotel building in Dubai 
clad in the same material as Grenfell Tower went 
up in flames in 2015, only one person died – from 
a heart attack caused by the exertion of going 
down the stairs.

Why so unusual?
The reason that fire evacuation lifts are so rare is 
cost. Regulations demand that lifts run inside 
fire-rated shafts, the lifts need a dual power 
supply and the cars must be pressurised to 
protect against smoke ingress. Valuable real 
estate has to be sacrificed to dedicated lobbies, 
which must not contain any combustible 
materials, ruling out the space for other uses. At  
22 Bishopsgate, each floor would need a 100m2 
fire lobby, adding up to 6,000m2 in total. “That’s 
three floors,” says Rogers.

The 22 Bishopsgate team have come up with a 
neat solution that circumvents these onerous 
requirements. “We are making the best use of the 
existing design,” explains Rogers. The building 
features fire-hardened slabs with a two-hour fire 
rating separating a floor from the one above, at 
levels 26, 42 and 58. Lifts in the building serve 
each of the four zones created by the 
unbreachable slabs so it is possible to go to the 
top of the building without needing to change 
lifts in sky lobbies. Each bank of lifts has a motor 
room just above the fire-hardened slab that is 
encased in concrete. 

The escape strategy is elegantly simple. If a fire 
is detected on, say, the 54th floor, workers on that 
floor and the floors above and below go down the 
fire escape stairs to the 40th and 41st floors, 
which sits just below the hardened slab that 
separates it from the fire-affected zone above. 
They can use the lifts to evacuate the building, 
safe in the knowledge that these are protected by 
the slab above. 

If there is a fire on the ground floor, people 

Left: 22 Bishopsgate,  
now under construction, 
features fire-hardened 
slabs at levels 26, 42  
and 48

Right: Workers walk down 
the stairs to the zone below 
the fire and use the lifts in 
the group below the  
unbreachable slab to 
evacuate
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Persons in zone 2 move
down to L41 and L40 
to use the lifts

L61

Fire 
evacuation
levels

58-61
1

42-57
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26-41M
3

0-25M
4

L58
L57

L42
L41M/41

L26
L25M/25

HOW THE LIFT EVACUATION STRATEGY WORKS

 XX.XX.200X  BUILDING MAGAZINE 

P R O J E C T S
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projects / Elizabeth Tower / 35 

The Elizabeth Tower is
known the world over for
housing the bongs of the Big
Ben bell, and standing as a
symbol of London, the UK
and even democracy. But
this venerable structure is in
dire need of repair –
something a five-year, £61m
refurbishment programme is
taking care of. 
Thomas Lane took a look

It is rare to find a construction job that produces 
such an enormous sense of pride among 
the project team. The team working on the 

renovation of the Elizabeth Tower, the building 
popularly known as Big Ben, universally kick off 
a conversation about the project by saying what 
an honour it is to work on such an internationally 
famous architectural icon. “It’s the most iconic 
building in the world for me,” enthuses Nick Sturge, 
project manager for the special projects arm of 
contractor Sir Robert Alpine, by way of example. 
“It’s such a privilege to be able to call this my 
office. When you talk about this job with friends 
and family they are really interested – usually 
when I talk about work their eyes glaze over.”

The Elizabeth Tower is one of London’s most 
instantly recognizable icons and is one of the top 
10 most Instagrammed places in the world. 
Completed in 1854, the 96m high, neo-gothic 
tower is the work of architect Charles Barry who 
added a clock tower to his final designs for the 
Palace of Westminster reconstruction after it 
burnt down in 1834.

The grade I-listed tower is into the second year 
of a £61m refurbishment. The work includes 
conserving and restoring the stonework, cast iron 
roof, the clock and clock faces. New services are 
being installed including fire alarms and a lift. 
Historically, the building has needed attention 
about every 30 years, with the last major 
refurbishment taking place in 1983–85, but this 

latest one is significant as it is the precursor to the 
wider restoration and renewal of the Palace of 
Westminster, which is set to start after the work 
completes on Elizabeth Tower in 2021. 

“The clock has enormous international 
importance and is a symbol of our democracy. It 
is important that it is working during the 
renovation and renewal of the Palace of 
Westminster,” explains Adam Watrobski, the 
principal architect for the Houses of Parliament. 
“It also needed doing.” Restoring such a sensitive, 
historic building is always going to be challenging 
but this is one of the nations most treasured 
which inevitably puts added pressure on the 
project team.

Challenges
Establishing the extent of the work needed was 
difficult because of the height of the tower. “One 
of the big challenges are the unknowns with the 
stone and roof, which is why we needed to get the 
scaffolding up quickly,” explains Charlotte 
Claughton, senior project leader for Parliament 
Strategic Estates. The stone turned out to be in 
better condition than expected but the roofs were 
in a worse state. A reassessment of the job 
revealed it was more complex and expensive than 
the original estimate of £29m and last September 
the parliamentary authorities announced the 
budget had jumped to £61m, prompting a chorus 
of disapproval from MPs.

Left: The clock face on the 
east side continues 
working; this will be 
switched to the north once 
restored. It features replica 
hands and is powered by 
an electric motor

Right: The Elizabeth 
Tower is capped by a 30m 
all-iron roof, which is in 
worse condition than 
originally thought
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News Reporter of the Year
A large number of entries in this category with strong competition from a range of journalists. Articles were well sourced and written. Again, the Grenfell tower disaster and its 
consequences featured in submissions, demonstrating journalists playing an important role in monitoring how the Government and industry are responding.

Peter Apps used investigation to reveal the shocking detail behind one of the major stories 
for the sector; he also held the Government to account for its response to the same story,  
while delivering relevant knowledgeable news for the readers. 

Nominations:
Katherine Smale, New Civil Engineer

Nathaniel Barker, Inside Housing

Winner: Peter Apps, Inside Housing 

Sponsored by:

Peter Apps

Ministers have been exploring the 
idea of ‘league tables’ for housing 
associations as a key policy recom-
mendation of the imminent Social 
Housing Green Paper.

Multiple sources told Inside Hous-
ing this week that offi  cials had been 
developing the idea of a publicly 

available league to rank associations’ 
performance in terms of services to 
tenants. Sources said the league 
table suggestion would involve rank-
ing housing associations on key met-
rics, such as the time taken to com-
plete repairs, customer satisfaction 
or complaints.

The paper is expected to include 
proposals surrounding a beefed-up 

role for consumer standards in regu-
lation and suggestions of ways to 
reduce stigma for social housing 
tenants.

However, despite being discussed 
in detail with the housing sector, it is 
not known whether these measures 
will make the fi nal draft of the key 
policy document, particularly given 
the recent shift in housing ministers.

The government would not con-
fi rm a publication date, but has com-
mitted to releasing the document 
before parliament goes into recess 
for the summer on Tuesday.

Inside Housing went to press on 
Wednesday, before the document 
had been published.

c Continued on page 2

Ministers consider 
sector ‘league tables’

Prevention and cure?
How councils are 
setting up new ways 
to prevent people 
becoming homeless
Feature, page 20

Homeless students
We investigate why 
some university 
students are ending 
up homeless 
Feature, page 24

c English Housing Survey: the key findings, p12

20 July 2018 | www.insidehousing.co.uk   BSME B2B editor of the year   IBP weekly magazine of the year   IBP journalist of the year   BJA news provider of the year
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Feature Writer of the Year
The large number of entries highlights the very competitive nature of this category. The judges were particularly impressed by the depth of research and analysis clearly evident in 
these well-structured, informative and ‘hard-hitting’ articles, with all entries being of a consistently high standard.

Three topical articles each delivering the passion behind the stories. The judges found 
the well-researched and insightful piece on housing’s ‘#metoo’ moment compelling. 

The piece on ‘discrimination in a social housing workplace’ provided an opportunity  
for many to speak directly about their experiences. The judges agreed this was  
powerful, emotional journalism at its best.

Nominations:
Martina Lees, The Sunday Times

Thomas Lane, Building Design

Winner: Jess McCabe, Inside Housing  

18 | Inside Housing | 8 June 2018 8 June 2018 | Inside Housing | 19

H O U S I N G ’ S 

# M E T O O
M O M E N T

23% AN EXCLUSIVE INSIDE 

HOUSING SURVEY 

HAS UNCOVERED A 

SIGNIFICANT NUMBER 

OF STORIES ABOUT 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

IN THE WORKPLACE. 

JESS MCCABE REPORTS

57%

 HAD BEEN ON THE RECEIVING END OF AN UNWANTED SEXUAL ADVANCE AT WORK

HAD HEARD INAPPROPRIATE SEXUAL COMMENTS AT WORK, WHETHER DIRECTED AT THEMSELVES OR SOMEONE ELSE

22 | Inside Housing | 22 June 2018 22 June 2018 | Inside Housing | 23

ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM

Housing professionals have responded to Inside Housing’s survey on discrimination at work, and the results are shocking. Jess McCabe reports
INCLUSIVE 

FUTURES

Sponsored by:

18 | Inside Housing | 5 January 2018 5 January 2018 | Inside Housing | 19

HOUSING’S DIVERSITY CHALLENGE
Housing leadership has long lacked diversity – and a new Inside Housing survey shows the situation isn’t improving. Jess McCabe investigates
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9/5/2018 Traders in Brixton fall victim to London gentrification | Financial Times

https://www.ft.com/content/19a685c6-3980-11e8-8eee-e06bde01c544 1/4

The Brixton arches being redeveloped by Network Rail

Judith Evans in London APRIL 7, 2018

Afraz John Khan has run his hardware store, Brixton Tools, from a south London railway arch
for more than 20 years.

But this week he closed its doors for a final time. After returning the keys to his landlord,
Network Rail, the 45-year-old will leave to start a new life in his native Trinidad.

His departure, and those of a series of nearby traders, follows a three-year wrangle with the
public sector infrastructure operator over plans to refurbish a group of arches in the centre of
Brixton, a vibrant but historically underprivileged area known for black activism.

“Brixton is home for me, but this has all been a big mess. I’m just trying to hang on to the good
memories,” Mr Khan said.

Network Rail presented the £8m project as a vital upgrade to the arches, but terminated
tenants’ leases to clear them out for the redevelopment work, though it said they would be
offered a chance to return.

The plan sparked fierce opposition from traders and locals, who saw it as an attempt to
introduce steep rent rises and oust longstanding tenants.

A petition against the project gathered almost 30,000 signatures, while at the council meeting
where it received planning permission, the rapper and activist Potent Whisper (whose real name
is Georgie Stephanou) threw red glitter around the room to represent “the blood of Brixton”.

UK property

Traders in Brixton fall victim to London gentrification

Small businesses forced out after 20 years despite 30,000 people signing a petition to save them

Business/Financial Journalist of the Year
It was pleasing for the judges to see entries from the national press as well as our sectors B2B magazines. The Nationals may have resources, but the trade press can devote more 
time to a narrow range of stories – sometimes one wins – sometimes the other does – as the judge’s conclusions show. Hopefully both sides of the divide can teach something to 
the other and the results will be an increase in their already high standards for both.

Judith Evans showed that she can break news and detect new trends and that she 
can leave the computer server in the office and trudge the streets in search of a story.

Her entries included a New York property deal and the plight of tenants in South  
London’s railway arches. But the story that most impressed the judges involved the 
bulk sale of flats by London developers. Judith detailed sale of whole stocks of homes 
to landlords and the terms available. She identified a trend in a London property 
market suffering from overdevelopment.

Nominations:
Luke Barratt, Inside Housing

Luke Cross, Social Housing

Winner: Judith Evans, Financial Times
9/5/2018 WeWork vies for lease of New York’s landmark Flatiron | Financial Times

https://www.ft.com/content/00b2e2fe-869b-11e8-a29d-73e3d454535d 1/3

The Flatiron Building, completed in 1902 with a distinctive triangular shape, is one of Manhattan’s best-known landmarks © Bloomberg

Judith Evans and Javier Espinoza in London JULY 13, 2018

The $20bn office space start-up WeWork is vying with a Blackstone-backed rival to take over
the lease of Manhattan’s landmark Flatiron Building, potentially turning the century-old
skyscraper into the flexible office sector’s most recognisable property.

WeWork and The Office Group have held discussions with landlord Sorgente Group about
leasing the entire building when the current tenants leave next year, according to three people
briefed on the talks.

The process is at an early stage and there is no guarantee of a deal with either provider, the
people said.

Still, the talks are a mark of the ambition of flexible office groups, which have grown rapidly in
recent years as unfashionable “serviced offices” gave way to popular shared workspaces with
fashionable decor, communal areas and drinks on tap.

The potential takeover of a landmark like the Flatiron, completed in 1902 with a distinctive
triangular shape, has attracted high-level attention from potential tenants, including
Blackstone, which bought a majority stake in Office Group last year. Jon Gray, president of the
private equity group and its former real estate chief, has taken a keen interest in the building,
one person said.

Broking firm Newmark Knight Frank is seeking new tenants for the 180,000 sq ft, 22-storey
Flatiron to replace Macmillan Publishing, which is set to move out to Lower Manhattan next

Commercial property

WeWork vies for lease of New York’s landmark Flatiron

Interest in Manhattan skyscraper signals growing ambition of flexible office sector

9/5/2018 Luxury London homes being sold in bulk as demand drops | Financial Times

https://www.ft.com/content/99072e92-8a6b-11e8-bf9e-8771d5404543 1/3

Developers in the Nine Elms area south of the Thames have made a series of bulk sales

Judith Evans in London JULY 18, 2018

London’s luxury developers are selling off homes in bulk to corporate landlords after a drop in
demand for expensive new-build homes among individual buyers. 

Almost 40 per cent of London new-build sales in the second quarter of 2018 were to bulk
buyers, who generally purchase at a steep discount with the aim of setting up portfolios of
rented homes for large-scale investors. 

Such purchases are masking continued drops in individual sales of new apartments, many of
which are in central London high-rise schemes approaching completion, said researchers at
Molior London, which monitors housing developments. 

Some 2,008 new-build homes — or 39 per cent of sales in the quarter — were bought in bulk in
the three months to June, while private sales declined by a third to 3,142. 

Discounts to asking prices “from 10 to 15 per cent were becoming quite normal, while those
between 20 and 30 per cent are rare but possible on selected schemes”, Molior said. 

An analyst in the sector, who asked not to be named, said bulk discount sales can create a
“snowball effect”. “As more of this comes through, it becomes obvious to the rest of the market
and triggers further sales among those who had been hoping to ride out [the tough market],” he
said. 

Many bulk sales are driven by lenders seeking to protect loans to developers, he added. 

UK property

Luxury London homes being sold in bulk as demand drops

Developers turn to corporate landlords who generally purchase at a steep discount

Sponsored by:

http://www.ibp.org.uk/
https://www2.colliers.com/en
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Housing/Residential Property Journalist of the Year
In previous years we have seen entries in this category from a wider range of publications. While this year saw a low number of entries, the quality was high, however, the judges 
commented that more journalists, particularly on the Nationals and broader sector magazines should be encouraged to challenge the specialist titles.

Nathaniel Barker scored highly on content, style and impact, with three articles on 
very different topics. He exposed the policy failings that the Government would 
prefer to forget, while digging deep to reveal an explosion in costs of homelessness 
for local authorities.

Highly Commended:  
Peter Apps, Inside Housing

Nominations:
Peter Apps, Inside Housing

Martin Hilditch, Inside Housing

Winner: Nathaniel Barker, Inside Housing

Sponsored by:

http://www.ibp.org.uk/
http://www.barrattdevelopments.co.uk/


The International Association of Construction, Design and Property Press

‘New’ Journalist of the Year
The standard of journalism in this category was exceptionally high. The work the judges saw displayed all the elements of classic ‘shoe leather’ journalism, where sources were 
tracked down, data unpicked, survey responses trawled through – and all put together at speed and with style, intelligence and commitment to the story. It was a hard choice to make.

Ella Jessel has huge potential. The submissions included an excellent hard-hitting 
interview, and a feature where different voices were woven together to paint a sensitive 
and revealing picture of how professionals in the field feel about their role in the Grenfell 
disaster and the lessons that needed to be learnt. The judges were impressed by this 
journalist’s grasp of the architecture after so little time writing about the subject. A flying 
start to her career.

Nominations:
Luke Barratt, Inside Housing

Jordan Marshall, Building

NB: All three finalists will be commissioned to produce an article that explores and encourages innovation in the built 
environment and reflects the role of The Built Environment Trust to provide support for educational, research and cultural activities.

Winner: Ella Jessel, The Architects’ Journal

Sponsored by:

http://www.ibp.org.uk/
https://www.buildingcentre.co.uk/the-built-environment-trust
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Multi-Media Journalist of the Year
The judges were impressed by the imagination that the best entries showed, and by the new initiatives. It is clear that good journalists now always question the best channels to use 
before embarking on a piece of work. Their flexibility and enterprise are to be commended.

Winner: Marcus Fairs, Dezeen 

Marcus Fairs entry was overall highly professional, and the judges were ‘blown away’ by the film which 
was thought provoking and challenging for architects, encouraging them to think about how architecture 
may work in a world of drones.

Highly Commended:  
Peter Apps, Sophie Barnes, Nathaniel Barker and Luke Barratt, Inside Housing
The judges felt that the joint entry by Apps, Barnes, Barker and Barratt from Inside Housing provided 
podcasts that were a serious examination of important topics for an engaged audience.

Nominations:
Simon Aldous, The Architects’ Journal

Sponsored by:

http://www.ibp.org.uk/
http://www.ibp.org.uk/
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Magazine of the Year (Weekly)
The three magazines in this category all reached parts of their respective industries that others did not – spearheaded by strong news investigations and backed 
up by precise technical know-how.

CN’s coverage of the collapse of Carillion – in the judge’s view, the biggest construction 
industry story of the century – was impressively comprehensive.

A complete job covering every angle, its post-Carillion issue was packed with news, 
features and comment but also demonstrated impressive reader engagement, highlighting 
the best online responses to the volleys of breaking news stories the – admittedly small – 
editorial team had also published online. A new Editor, Tom Fitzpatrick, had the temerity 
to commission hard-hitting research into difficult subjects for the construction industry 
– gender balance and mental health. The magazine’s diverse range of commentators 
complemented its hard-hitting news coverage.

Nominations:
Building

Inside Housing

Winner: Construction News

Sponsored by:

http://www.ibp.org.uk/
https://www.marley.co.uk/


The International Association of Construction, Design and Property Press

Magazine of the Year (Non-Weekly)
The non-weeklies fulfil a vital role in the building and property press, providing the depth of thought that can be lost in reporting instant news. The sector is lucky to have such a range  
of publications; all have their strengths but the best enlighten and inform readers about trends around the world and present that information in a clear and well-illustrated manner.

New London Quarterly is a weighty magazine full of short articles – both virtues. It means 
each edition offers a very wide range of features but does not overwrite them. If you’re not 
interested in one feature, turn the page, there’s another one. And brevity forces the writers 
to get to the point and stick to it.

The magazine combines that range with extremely good design which itself makes the 
articles easy to read. Yes, there is a strong commercial content in the editorial, but the 
mistake would be to think it was a pretty magazine to leave on display in receptions rather 
than a publication to read.

Nominations:
The Architects’ Journal

Planning in London

Winner: New London Quarterly 

Sponsored by:

http://www.ibp.org.uk/
http://www.sidellarchitects.com/


The International Association of Construction, Design and Property Press

Digital Service of the Year
There was a wide variety of shortlisted entries, encompassing digital-only offerings, add-ons to existing brands and ‘traditional’ brands that are now anything but traditional in the 
way that they marry print and digital offerings, sometimes as a seamless whole and at others as complementary approaches. These are challenging times for publishing, so it is 
refreshing to see so many brands embracing the challenges.

The site has a real agenda and is brilliant at tapping into the zeitgeist and finding  
the architectural angle. In a nutshell: it’s great journalism.

Nominations:
Construction News

The Architects’ Journal

Winner: Dezeen  

Sponsored by:

http://www.ibp.org.uk/
http://www.ibp.org.uk/


The International Association of Construction, Design and Property Press

Scoop of the Year
The shortlisted scoops were highly investigative, building on tip-offs from sources into robust, revelatory stories that shaped the news agenda and made real political impact.  
Entries in the wider shortlist also demonstrated strong investigative skills and a broad mix of subjects.

A classic scoop that revealed the details of the Hackitt Review on the Grenfell tragedy 
a week prior to it being published. Barratt and Barnes made such an impact with the 
revelation that the review would NOT ban combustible cladding, a u-turn was made on 
the day it was published with a further consultation promised.

A genuine new angle on the unending Grenfell story, its reporting influenced the wider 
news agenda, building on its successes at the IBP Journalism Awards last year. The editor’s 
decision to revamp the Inside Housing reporting patches to focus specialisms on her team 
has paid off.

Nominations:
Peter Apps, Inside Housing

Zak Garner-Purkis, Construction News

Winner: Luke Barratt and Sophie Barnes, Inside Housing

Sponsored by:

http://www.ibp.org.uk/
https://www.fticonsulting-emea.com/?rl=emea


The International Association of Construction, Design and Property Press

Left to right:  
Barbara Rowlands, Associate Professor of Journalism, City University; Peter Bill, former editor, Building and Estates Gazette;  
Fiona Neil, Associate, Piercy Company, and Soraya Khan, Partner, Theis and Khan Associates.

http://www.ibp.org.uk/


The International Association of Construction, Design and Property Press

Left to right:  
Richard Northedge, City and Business Journalist, and John Yadoo, Partner, Pryme Consulting.  
Not in the picture: Mark Collins, Executive Director, CBRE, and James Whitmore, Tavistock, former City Editor, Property Week.

http://www.ibp.org.uk/


The International Association of Construction, Design and Property Press

Left to right:  
Peter Day, Correspondent BBC ‘In Business programme’, and Clare Barratt, Personal Finance Editor, Financial Times.  
Not in the picture: Caroline Thorpe, Freelance Journalist, and Giles Barrie, Managing Director, Strategic Communications, FTI Consulting, former editor Property Week.

http://www.ibp.org.uk/


The International Association of Construction, Design and Property Press

Left to right:  
Peter Roper, Freelance Journalist, former editor New Builder; George Demetri, technical writer, WSP, former editor World Tunnelling;  
Jenny Watt, Marketing Manager, The Built Environment Trust, and David Saffin, CEO, Second Opinion Experts Alliance.

http://www.ibp.org.uk/

