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WELCOME TO THIS YEAR’S IBP INTERACTIVE AWARDS 
BULLETIN. CLICK ON THE LINKS OR USE THE BUTTONS 
AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE TO NAVIGATE THROUGH.
To view all nominated journalists articles go to the homepage  
and click the awards drop down menu.

For details and information 
about the IBP National 
Journalism Awards winners  
click on the categories below
IBP JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

ARCHITECTURE WRITER OF THE YEAR

CONSTRUCTION/INFRASTRUCTURE WRITER OF THE YEAR

NEWS REPORTER OF THE YEAR

FEATURE WRITER OF THE YEAR

BUSINESS/FINANCIAL JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY WRITER OF THE YEAR

HOUSING/RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY JOURNALIST

OF THE YEAR

MULTI-MEDIA JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

‘NEW’ JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR

SCOOP OF THE YEAR

MAGAZINE OF THE YEAR (WEEKLY)

MAGAZINE OF THE YEAR (NON-WEEKLY)

DIGITAL SERVICE OF THE YEAR

Who needs airplanes when the property press brings the world to its readers? The IBP 
awards survey the cream of the year’s construction and development journalism and 
whisked the lucky judges between countries and continents as writers pitch properties 
against people, provide explanation and exposés, assess buildings and balance sheets, 
and supply scoops and scandal.

All real-estate life is there, conveyed on a stream of adjectives, alliteration and active verbs. This year’s 
category winners and their publications are as varied as their stories. It was pleasing to see websites jostling 
for honours alongside weeklies, monthlies and other more traditional media platforms. But what unites 
this disparate group is a common quest for quality and this year’s entries maintained the highest standard. 
Better still, there was quantity too, with an increased number of entries in almost all categories.

WRITERS PITCH PROPERTIES AGAINST PEOPLE, PROVIDE 
EXPLANATION AND EXPOSES, ASSESS BUILDINGS AND 

BALANCE SHEETS, AND SUPPLY SCOOPS AND SCANDAL.

“ The best entry from the winners of each 
individual journalist category is considered 
for the coveted IBP Journalist of the Year 
Award, sponsored by Resolution Property.”
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The overall winner is chosen from the winner of the individual categories – so the standard is high in selecting the best of the best. 
Although that means comparing very different articles across the built environment, the same standards of journalism apply to 
all, and all provided insightful, well researched and presented articles that demonstrated the breadth and strength of the media 
serving the built environment.

WINNER: David Hatcher, 
writing for Real Estate Capital 

IBP JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 2015

All journalists aim to be first with the news; but this year, IBP has its 
own first – a Scoop of the Year award. Many scoops have won awards 
in past years, but this year there was a separate category for the 
hottest of stories. In a sector with so much hard news, and which has 
produced so many journalists who have taken their building and 
property skills to bigger media groups, it is right that IBP honours  
the ‘first-among-firsts’.

And the first-among-firsts is a journalist who broke one of the biggest deals of the 
decade, never mind the year. Canary Wharf towers above the London skyline and 
David Hatchers revelation of a £6bn bid for its owner towered as a news story.

The test of a real scoop is whether envious rivals follow it or down-play it – and Real 
Estate Capitals competitors had to concede that Hatcher had a scorcher. Nor was 
it just a one-fact revelation: his original story guided readers through the complex 
financial structure of a complicated deal. He scooped his opposition and thus 
deservedly scoops the IBP Journalist of the Year award.
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Judges had a difficult time this year, owing to the high standard of entries. Whilst there was a discussion about how critical 
architectural journalism is at this point and questionable obsession with so-called ‘starcutects’, there was a great deal of verve,  
in-depth research and style.

ARCHITECTURE WRITER OF THE YEAR 2015

Nominations: 
Rory Olycato, Architects’ Journal 
Owen Pritchard, Architects’ Journal 
Eleanor Young, RIBA Journal

Rory’s writing fizzes with style. It is gripping, energetic and leaps along the page. 
A worthy winner, the judges commented.

Eleanor Young, RIBA Journal: Highly Commended

Eleanor writes with real personality whilst simultaneously showing a thoughtful, 
critical and robust style. In particular her article on Sadie Morgan offered real 
insights without resorting to cliché.
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Architecture   Urban Design

Architecture   Urban Design

WINNER: Rory Olcayto, 
writing for Architects’ Journal 
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There was a broad range of articles with representation from many of the sectors leading titles. The category judge’s choice of 
shortlist was driven by those who went the extra mile, avoiding just offering straight reporting but instead giving something 
more for the reader.

CONSTRUCTION/INFRASTRUCTURE JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 2015
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Nominations: 
Tom Fitzpatrick, Construction News 
Daniel Kemp, Construction News 
Tom Ravenscroft, Construction Manager

Daniel’s entry was a strong offering of three very different pieces. A very timely 
interview with a leader of industry sat well alongside a genuinely interesting report 
on a world beating tower project. The judges felt that Daniel’s inside look into the 
challenges of employing ex-offenders, including securing a visit inside HMP Brixton, 
really got to grips with the subject.

WINNER: Daniel Kemp, 
writing for Construction News 
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NEWS REPORTER OF THE YEAR 2015

Nominations: 
Pete Apps, Inside Housing 
Hannah Brenton, Property Week 
Will Hurst, Architects’ Journal

Will Hurst was the judges’ clear winner. He showed a relentless determination  
to get to the murky bottom of a bureaucratic process that is essential to the  
fair operation of the public procurement process. It is vital this process is  
beyond reproach. 

His work has shone a light on that process and demonstrated why that needs to 
happen. His work is what news reporting of any kind is all about. And the story of 
how TfL has procured Thomas Heatherwick’s Garden Bridge has been one of last 
year’s “must reads” the judges said.
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Another great crop of stories this year from all the titles news teams. Stories generally fall into two obvious camps – those that 
report market activity and those that break news which affects the wider world. A balance is always needed. This year’s winner 
and final nominations reflect the traditions of all excellent news reporting and they all have an impact not just within the 
industry, but also on the wider world. Long may that effort continue.

WINNER: Will Hurst, 
writing for Architects’ Journal 
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There was a marked increase in the number of entries in this category which produced a high standard of articles with a broad 
range of subject matters. This made the process of finding a winner that more stimulating and difficult.

FEATURE WRITER OF THE YEAR 2015

Nominations: 
Nick Duxbury, Inside Housing 
Martin Hilditch, Inside Housing 
James Pickford, Financial Times

All three of Martin’s articles were well researched, succinct and to the point. 
They were written with confidence and sensitivity, where necessary and further 
demonstrated a good use of his contacts.
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WINNER: Martin Hilditch, 
writing for Inside Housing 
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The entrants submitted a range of articles that was diverse in content, style and impact. Their remit extended from the City of 
London to The Eurozone, China and Africa and the outlets included web sites as well as print.
The best articles were very good and were worthy nominations. They showed the value of research, interviewing and using the 
journalists’ own eyes. Curiosity and common sense remain key journalistic qualities.The writers then added their own analysis 
to produce compelling copy.

BUSINESS/FINANCIAL JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 2015
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Nominations: 
Sophia Fuber, SNL Financial 
Steve Menary, Housebuilder 
Jack Sidders, Estates Gazette

Jack produced an extensive series of articles on China that showed the rewards of 
real research and reporting. This diverse group of pieces covered not only China’s 
booming development industry but its investment overseas.

The author got to the right people and received honest views on this key market  
in a slowing economy. He had done his home work in advance and got a lot out  
of it on the ground. This was thoroughly good journalism.

Back home, Jack also provided insightful pieces on the Cheesegrater and 
Hammerson’s sale of its London office.

WINNER: Jack Sidders, 
writing for Estates Gazette 
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The Commercial Property writers took as their brief an agenda that covered UK party politics, Greece’s financial plight, the 
collapse of oil prices and the decline of a US gambling city. And UK property too! They covered that range in depth and with 
colour, chasing interviews and digging for detail. And the hardwork and imagination paid dividends. The judges had to choose 
between a range of informative and entertaining articles that were a pleasure to read.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY WRITER OF THE YEAR 2015
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Nominations: 
Chris Berkin, Estates Gazette 
Hannah Brenton, Property Week 
Rhiannon Bury, Property Week

Hannah returned to Soho – an area that has regularly attracted the property 
press’s feature writers – but found insights that had been missed by her 
predecessors. She also interviews the team from Argent, the company 
regenerating King’s Cross. 

But the article that most impressed the judges was her piece on Atlantic City, 
a once prosperous US gambling resort whose glory has faded. She provided 
colour and analysis and – after diligent persistence – got Donald Trump to 
give his opinion of where his dream had gone wrong.

Her skills include not simply giving the developers’ viewpoint but talking 
to the wider group of stakeholders and painting a wider, deeper and more 
colourful picture. 

WINNER: Hannah Brenton, 
writing for Property Week 

Sponsored by

http://ing-media.com/
www.ibp.org.uk


As in previous years it was extremely difficult to separate entries because of the high standards of contributors,  
and the rich vein of stories in this sector.

HOUSING/RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 2015

Nominations: 
Hannah Brenton, Property Week 
Martin Hilditch, Inside Housing 
Heather Spurr, Inside Housing

Many pieces have been written about the Pros and Cons of housing aimed at 
foreign investors but Hannah goes a step further by investigating the prospect 
of what could happen if the tap is turned off.

She also raises a warning flag about a potential danger already emerging as 
investors are flipping flats before they are even finished, pocketing profits as 
prices soar.
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WINNER: Hannah Brenton, 
writing for Property Week 
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It is good to see how the best are maximizing the opportunities afforded by new media, thinking hard about the most 
appropriate channels through which to present their content.

MULTI-MEDIA JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 2015

Nominations: 
Laura Mark, Architects’ Journal 
Nick Duxbury/Jess McCabe, Inside Housing 
Heather Spurr, Inside Housing

Laura’s response to the Election result was rapid and appropriate to the sector, 
starting with real time coverage via social media as the results came in, with more 
detailed results throughout the day. 

Her work on Women in Architecture and the AJ 120 demonstrates how long form 
journalism can be made to work online. She took every opportunity to enhance the 
contents digitally.
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WINNER: Laura Mark, 
writing for Architects’ Journal 
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The judges were impressed with the maturity and application demonstrated by all the entrants and the breadth  
and scale of the projects covered.

‘NEW’ JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 2015

Nominations: 
Guy Montague-Jones, Property Week 
Amber Rolt, Estates Gazette 
Charlie Schouten, Construction News

Amber was a clear winner in this category, her entry fully lived up to her own 
ballsy entry intro. Of particular interest was Amber’s unexpected and informative 
piece on the potential revenue stream provided by film locations. She showed 
the human angle behind the property industry.
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WINNER: Amber Rolt, 
writing for Estates Gazette 

Sponsored by

http://www.buildingcentre.co.uk/
www.ibp.org.uk


Nominations: 
Joanna Bourke, Estates Gazette 
David Hatcher, Real Estate Capital 
David Parsley, Property Week

This was a true blockbuster of a scoop that generated headlines around the 
world. The story was clear and concisely written and revealed both excellent 
understanding of property with an immense amount of detail. It is great to see 
the property press outgunning all the Nationals and setting the agenda on a 
story that is arguably the biggest property scoop in a decade.

The quality of all the entries in this new IBP Awards category: Scoop of the Year was deeply impressive. All the submissions 
reflected a high degree of market knowledge, a clear understanding of what constituted news and evidence of both  
top-flight contacts and high quality research.
There were stories in this category of such significance they were followed up around the world while others indicated 
excellent use of tactics, such as Freedom of Information requests, dogged research, and skilful use of top industry contacts.
The writing in this category was, in the main, clear, accurate and concise and clearly tailored to its target reader audience, 
avoiding the use of industry jargon. This was a very closely fought contest and there were at least four submissions that  
could have taken the accolade of Scoop of the Year.

SCOOP OF THE YEAR 2015
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WINNER: David Hatcher, 
writing for Real Estate Capital 
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Nominations: 
Building 
Construction News 
Architects’ Journal

This magazine is really in a class of its own, the judges’ enthused. AJ’s verve  
and style ensure it is never a chore or a duty to read, but always a delight and  
a pleasure. Its campaigning news and creative, sometimes quirky, features  
and approach make it a clear winner.

And it always reflects the extra dimension that good design brings to every 
aspect of what the building industry does.

This year’s crop of magazine entries showed further signs of recovery. Despite scarce resources and investment in digital 
platforms, there is still an enormous pride in producing great print products. However recent news that some built environment 
titles may be moving to digital only is disappointing. Many still regard print as the best medium for conveying built environment 
characteristics and complexities. The judges hope this is recognised and that print will continue to co-exist alongside digital 
platforms in some form.

MAGAZINE OF THE YEAR (WEEKLY) 2015 

WINNER: Architects’ Journal
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Nominations: 
Construction Manager 
Landscape 
onOffice

A magazine very well focused on its market with a layout and design balance which 
goes well with its interesting content. It demonstrates clever use of photography 
and daring picture editing being on trend and spotting interesting topics.

The judges were pleased to see that the number of entries had increased this year, including some new and small independent 
publications measuring well against the established titles, showing that more magazines in the market worthy of entering.

MAGAZINE OF THE YEAR (NON-WEEKLY) 2015

WINNER: onOffice
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DIGITAL SERVICE OF THE YEAR 2015

WINNER:  Inside Housing

Previous pageBack to Main page Next page

Nominations: 
Construction News 
Inside Housing 
Architects’ Journal

This was an excellent redesign. The judges found the salary calculator compelling. 
There was thought-provoking content on two new user-uploaded communications 
networks. The multi-media microsite on tenant activism combined good journalism 
with interactive capability in a way that was fresh and attractive.

There was an impressive number of entries from across the built environment sector and the Nationals. The judges were 
impressed by the level of enthusiasm for the digital medium and particularly enjoyed seeing elements that would not have 
worked so well on paper, despite one or two instances of people using technology for technology’s sake.
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David Lawson, freelance, asks the questions of fellow judges Alasdair Reisner CECA,  
char, and David Saffin, professional engineer.
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Dickon Ross, editor–in-chief, Engineering & 
Technology with panel chair, John Yadoo,  
Vice President CIOB.

Financial and City journalist, Richard Northedge 
analysis this year’s crop of entries with Peter Day, 

correspondent, BBC ‘In Business’ programme.
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Veteran architecture journalist, Martin Spring, foreground with David Taylor, editor  
New London Quarterly are joined by ‘new’ judges: Soraya Khan, partner, Theis and Khan 
architects and Stuart Piercy, founder, Piercy Company.
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Foreground: Left to right Deirdre Hipwell, The Times, chair Scoop of the Year judging 
panel discusses the short list with Giles Barrie (back to camera) Jenny Davey and  
George Demetri.
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