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Links to the 3 stories I am entering:  

Technical Study: Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts, London: https://www.bdonline.co.uk/technical/technical-study-

mountview-academy-of-theatre-arts-london-/5099681.article  

Technical Study: North West Cambridge housing by Stanton Williams: https://www.bdonline.co.uk/technical/technical-

study-north-west-cambridge-housing-by-stanton-williams/5100618.article 

Technical Study: Floating church, London: https://www.bdonline.co.uk/technical/technical-study-floating-church-

london/5097966.article 

+++++++++ 

Judges’ log-in:  

User/email: gerald@geraldbowey.co.uk 

Password: IBP2019! 

+++++++++ 

Accompanying statement: 

Who says technical is boring? As this selection of technical studies by Elizabeth Hopkirk 

demonstrates there is plenty of drama to be found around drawing boards and building 

sites. It just requires a journalist with the curiosity to fossick it out and an eye for a good 

narrative. Elizabeth enjoys flushing out the human stories behind projects and weaving 

them into what are also solid technical pieces full of practical design and construction 

information. 

Here she presents the story of a small practice finding itself catapulted into the big time by 

an unexpected appointment – and scrambling to scale up its business at the same time as 

having to design that project three times in response to the Grenfell tragedy. 

Her second piece describes how Stanton Williams and Cambridge University have created a 

stunning piece of city that manages to create a sense of intimacy despite strict daylighting 

regulations that typically result in buildings separated by soulless tracts of tarmac. 

And finally she visits Chatham Dockyard to hear the story of the ingenious floating church 

inspired by organ bellows that would have the architect’s grandfather reaching for his 

guitar. 
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