SIMON THURLEY

Simon John Thurley, CBE, FSA, FRIBA, FRHistS is an academic and architectural historian,
and the former Chief Executive of English Heritage

10th June 2015

7:00pm - 8:15pm

St Pride’s Church

Fleet Street London EC4Y S8AU

Door £15, Online Tickets £10 available at:
www.stbrides.com

Free for students. Submit your request via email:
gloria@stbrides.com

THE ANNUAL WREN TALK

ACCIDENT OR ARTIFICE? DESIGNING A CAPITAL
FROM WREN TO ABERCROMBIE

Simon Thurley takes a broad historical perspective on the planning of London from
the Great Fire to the Blitz. He asks what are the defining characteristics of London’s
growth and how have they contributed to the city we have today. What makes
London like the other great European capitals and what sets it apart?

Do the efforts of our predecessors from the seventeenth century onwards hold
lessons for us now — or are they just history? Can London learn from its own past, or
is it better off concentrating on the future?

Paul Finch OBE, editorial director of The Architects’ Journal, will introduce The Wren
Talk, which takes place as part of the London Festival of Architecture.
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